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EU PROGRESS ON ROAD SAFETY – FAILED! 

In 2010, the European Union renewed its commitment to improve road safety by setting a target of 

reducing road deaths by 50% by 2020, compared to 2010 levels. This target followed an earlier 

target set in 2001 to halve road deaths by 2010. However you try and package the fact is that we 

will fail to meet the target by 2020.  

Since 2014, progress has virtually ground to a 

halt. 2016 was the third consecutive poor 

year for road safety: 25,670 people lost their 

lives on EU roads compared to 26,200 the 

previous year - a 2% decrease. But this 

followed a 1% increase in 2015 and stagnation 

in 2014. Out of the 32 countries which are 

monitored less than half the countries 

registered a drop in the number of road 

deaths last year. The best results were 

achieved in Lithuania with a 22% reduction, 

Cyprus with 19%, the Czech Republic with 

17%, Latvia with 16% and Switzerland with 

15%. Regretfully many countries saw an 

increase. In Great Britain we are very aware 

about our casualty rates stagnating over 

recent years with no real progress being 

made in overall casualty reduction. 

Whilst progress over a longer time frame may 

look very encouraging this has not been 

sustained in recent years. Since 2010 road 

deaths in the EU28 dropped by 19%. However 

a 6.7% year-to-year reduction was needed 

over the 2010-2020 period to reach the EU 

2020 target through constant progress in 

annual percentage terms. As a result of the 

failure to reduce deaths at the pace required 

we now need an annual reduction of 11.4% 

each year if we are to meet the 2020 target  

The lack of genuine political commitment at 

EU member state level has contributed to a 

decline in levels of police enforcement, a 

failure to invest in safer infrastructure and 

limited action on tackling the main issues is 

considered to be a major cause of concern 

and the inability to reach the target. 

Find a copy of the EU PIN Annual Report at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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ARE SUNGLASSES - A BOON OR BURDEN FOR THE DRIVER? 
Tim Shallcross -IAM RoadSmart head of technical policy and advice 

 
There is an EU standard for sunglasses, ensuring 

the frames are reasonably strong and sweat 

resistant and the lenses are shatterproof, scratch 

resistant and give good protection against harmful 

ultra-violet light. Any which show the CE mark (and 

any sold in the EU should have it) should come up 

to the standards but they are also graded into five 

categories - 0 to 4 - to show how dark the tint is, or 

more specifically, how much visible light they let 

through. 

Category 0 specs allow 80% to 100% of visible light through and are fine for driving at any time. 

Categories 1, 2 and 3 are progressively darker tints, shielding against brighter levels of sunshine, and 

while they are all fine for daylight driving, none of them should be worn if you're driving at night. The 

darkest is category 4, which lets just 3% to 8% of the light through. These are very dark, like ski 

goggles. They are so dark that they should not be used for driving at any time, and category 4 

sunglasses must be labelled as unsuitable for driving. 

Category Description Use Driving 

0 
  

Light Tint Indoors or 
Cloudy Day 

Any time 

1 Light tint Moderate Sun Day only, not for 
night driving 

2 General Purpose 
Sunglasses 

Medium Sun Day only, not for 
night driving 

3 General Purpose 
Sunglasses 

Bright Sun Day only, not for 
night driving 

4 Very dark Very Bright 
Sun/High Glare 

Not for driving at 
any time 

  

Sunglasses on sale in shops such as chemists or opticians do have the label and are marked with the 

category - normally on the arm. However, online shoppers beware; a look through several shopping 

websites revealed that very few sellers display the tint category or any symbol, so you have no way 

of telling whether the glasses are suitable for driving until they arrive. A few are advertised as 

category 4 and suggested as being good for cyclists, although the official standard states they are 

"not suitable for driving and road use", and common sense would say that if they're too dark for 

driving, they're too dark for cycling.  

Photochromic glasses aren't marked but they should be fine for most cars because they respond to 

ultraviolet light to darken. Car windows block UV light, so the glasses will stay more or less clear. 

Watch out if you drive a convertible though, because once the roof's down the glasses will darken, 

but at their darkest they still allow about 20% of light through, putting them around category 2 or 3. 

Just be aware that they will stay dark for quite a while if you drive into a tunnel or underpass or a 

long stretch of shadows. 
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It is the final few days for people to take advantage of the Early Bird Discount a saving of some 

£30.00 on the full price. Details and application form available at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/ as is the ability to book on 

line.  

 

 

 

 

 

THE DRIVING TEST SIX MONTHS ON  

It’s now just over 6 months since the driving test changed and the latest driver and rider testing 

statistics have now been published. The inclusion of some of the new things in both the training and 

testing were designed to be more reflective of real life driving and situations new drivers will face 

once they’ve passed their test. Most of the concerns and reservations expressed by driver trainers 

have been embraced in a positive way.  

There has been a small reduction of 1.4 percentage points (45.4%) compared to last year (46.8%) in 

test passes. It is anticipated that the test pass rate will increase once candidates and trainers 

become more familiar with the new test and how it’s conducted. The DVSA are to continue to 

monitor the impact of the changes to the test by surveying new drivers 6 months after passing their 

test, and by reviewing the road casualty statistics and driving test statistics. 

The main top 5 serious driving test faults which result in failure surround 

 Observations at junctions 

 Mirrors before changing direction 

 Moving off safely 

 Control when steering 

 Turning right at junctions 

Traffic Safety Roads  

Graham Feest Consultancy 
68 The Boulevard, Worthing BN13 1LA 
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The early bird discount has been made 

possible through the generous financial 

support and recognition of Slater Gordon 

whom the Graham Feest Consultancy is most 

grateful. 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/gfc-events/upcoming-events/
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TOLL CHARGES TO RISE 

 

From Monday 30th July 2018 cars will see the toll rise by between 30p and 50p per journey, while 

light goods vehicles will have to pay between 10p and 30p 

more per journey. HGVs will also be subject to price rises of 

between 20p and 50p, depending on the journey. As a result, 

the cost of driving a car along the length of the M6 Toll will 

increase from £5.90 to £6.40, while trucks will have to pay 

£11.50 per journey. The new prices will only apply to light 

goods vehicles and HGVs between 6am and 11pm, with the 

road’s operators claiming that night-time fees will be frozen 

to ‘support’ haulage operators during the M6 roadworks. 

 

The increase in costs of using the M6 toll have been met with strong opposition from residents, 

hauliers and politicians, who say the move will have a negative impact on air quality and 

congestion. In an open letter, led by West Midlands Mayor Andy Street and signed by six local MPs, 

it was stated that: 

 

 “We are extremely disappointed at the decision to increase charges, in particular for 

HGVs. This will do nothing to move more vans and heavy goods vehicles off the region’s 

other major roads and onto the M6toll. This needs to happen if we are serious about 

improving air quality and managing congestion.” 

 

 

A FEW QUICKIE FACTS AND INFORMATION 

 

Mobile Phones 

Almost two-thirds of drivers are unaware of 

the punishment for using mobile phones at 

the wheel, more than 12 months after the 

introduction of tougher laws, a poll has 

found. The RAC found only 36% of the 2,000 

UK motorists quizzed knew offenders face six 

penalty points and a £200 fine. 

 

Poor Road Surfaces 

The AA wants poor road surfaces to be 

included in the hazard perception test 

because of the damage they cause to 

vehicles. It also called for advice on what to 

do when drivers encounter a pothole to be 

added to the Highway Code. One in five local 

roads in England and Wales is in a poor 

condition as councils face a huge funding 

deficit to tackle potholes, a recent report by 

the Asphalt Industry Alliance warned. Hazard 

perception is part of the theory driving test 

and involves candidates identifying something 

that would cause them to take action such as 

slow down or change direction in 14 video  

 

clips and it is recommended that 

consideration be given to including something 

with regard to encountering a pot hole. 

 

Driving Too Close to Cyclists 

Aggressive motorists who drive too close to 

cyclists will be targeted in a new police 

crackdown to 

make roads safer for bike users. The 

Department for Transport hopes £500k of 

funding for a new safety scheme will 

encourage more people to use bikes for short 

journeys and reduce the number of collisons. 

Some police forces have already began to 

impose £100 fines and three penalty points 

for drivers caught passing less than 1.5m from 

bikes. Transport Minister Jesse Norman will 

announce that other forces will be trained to 

ensure “more drivers are made aware of the 

need to leave safe distances when overtaking 

cyclists”. 
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MANAGING TRAFFIC – SORTING CONGESTION 

 

Whenever you sit in traffic which seems never to move whether that be in a town or on the 

motorway, I just wonder how often yopu come to a conclusion that for all our advancements we 

really have no idea about managing traffic volume and lets be clear everyone has their own idea of 

what they would do. This of course is not unique to the 

UK as other countries continue to try and keep traffic 

moving and now TfL feel that they might have open the 

door to a new system of traffic management. 

 

A ‘world leading upgrade’ to London’s road network 

management system will reduce delays for all road users 

by 2036, according to TfL. TfL has awarded Siemens 

Mobility Limited a 10-year contract to deliver a new Real 

Time Optimiser (RTO) system. The system is designed 

make better use of the road space by optimising the 

traffic light timings, thereby reducing delays on the 

Capital’s road network. 

 

At present, London uses an extensive network of SCOOT-controlled traffic lights, which detect 

traffic and adjust the signal timings to manage queues and give buses priority if they are running 

late. This has the effect of reducing traffic delays by 13% but it struggles to ‘optimise effectively 

for everyone’. The new RTO technology will take in a range of new data sources, including sharing 

data with connected vehicles which could include autonomous vehicles in the future. Data 

generated by the system can then be used to better inform road users of current or expected road 

conditions, to support improved journey planning. 

 

 

DRINK DRIVE MULTIPLE OFFENDERS 

 

More than 32,000 motorists have been caught drink driving at least twice including one repeat 

offender with nine convictions. From a Freedom of 

Information request figures have indicated that 28,791 

drink drivers  have been prosecuted twice since 2010. A 

further 2,880 people were in court for a third time 438 

for a fouth. In England And Wales some 18  motorists had 

six convictions, a further three with seven and four with 

eight. A fuill breakdown of the continuing scale of the 

drink drive problem is highlighted in the table shown. It 

should also be noted that over 200 road fatalities were 

recorded in 2016 in which someone was over the legal 

limit. 

 

We must surely be asking some very serious questions about those people who are convicted on 

muliply occasions as to their right to be able to regain their driving licence? 

 

ROAD SAFETY CASUALTY FIGURES 2017 

 

The Department for Transport (DfT) has announced that its Reported Road Casualties Great Britain, 

main results: 2017 report is likely to be published at the end of September. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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One 386,248 
Two 28.791 
Three 2,880 
Four 438 
Five 85 
Six 18 
Seven 3 
Eight 4 
Nine 1 
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SPEED LIMITS THROUGH ROAD WORKS 

 

Highways England is to test whether speed limits through motorway roadworks can be increased to 

up to 60mph at weekends or different speeds used in different directions through the same works. 

Following earlier trials it will test whether speed limits 

could be increased to 60mph on a Sunday if there is less 

activity taking place, and then brought back down to 

50mph when road workers are near traffic. It it is also 

exploring whether different speed limits could operate 

within one set of roadworks. This could mean people on a 

carriageway nearer the workforce driving to work at 

50mph but driving home on the other carriageway at 

60mph. 

 

Highways England chief executive Jim O’Sullivan said:  

 

‘People understand roadworks are necessary but are also frustrated by them. At the same 

time we have to ensure as they drive through them that they, and our road workers, are 

safe. So we are always thinking of new ways to improve journeys at the same time as 

keeping everyone as safe as we can. That is why over the next 12 months we will test 

changes to the design and operation of roadworks. 

 

 

DETECTION EQUIPMENT WHICH INDICATES MOBILE PHONE USE WHILST DRIVING 

 

A new mobile phone detection system, the first of its kind to be used on UK roads, has become 

operational in Norfolk. The system has been developed by Norfolk County Council in partnership 

with vehicle activated signs manufacturer Westcotec, as part of efforts to deter motorists from 

using mobile phones at the wheel.  

 

Using the latest technology the unit identifies what 

type of signal is being transmitted by the handset 

and whether it is being used via the vehicle’s 

Bluetooth system. When the relevant signal is 

detected – indicating that a mobile phone is being 

used within the vehicle – the road sign is activated 

as the vehicle passes, giving a flashing visual 

message intended to prompt the driver to stop 

using their phone. The technology is being trialled 

in four locations across Norfolk. The detection units 

will remain at these sites for a month, before being 

moved to a new location. 

 

At present there is no facility to record a vehicle’s number plate – although this is seen to be a 

future development as as time goes on we may also be able to detect those who are holding the 

device which is of course illegal. 
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DRIVING BLIND CAMPAIGN 

 

There has always been a real lack of evidence to demonstrate clearly the relatuionship between 

crashes and defective eye sight although it is known that in a handful of collisions drivers tested by 

the roadside fail the statutory eye sight test. Equally there has been significant mistrust in the 

current eye sight test and some question whether the ability to read a number plate at the 

prescribed distance has any relevance since it is seeing the other road user which is the important 

factor. However yet another campaign has been launched urging the Government to take action to 

reduce the number of traffic collisions caused by drivers with defective vision. The campaign 

bemoans the current eye sight driving regulations for neglecting any assessment of peripheral 

vision, described as a ‘critical factor’ in a driver’s ability to judge the full extent of their 

surroundings. Whilst haviong good vision is important for driving, I have lost count of the number of 

working groups with which I have been involved where groups of people have been trying to get the 

regulations changed but cannot produce significant evedence to do so. There are however a number 

of countries which insist on a medical practitioners eye sight certification before issuing a 

provisional licence and this could be a way to set off such a process. 

 

The Driving Blind 

Campaign calls for a 

change in legislation to 

require drivers to be 

tested by an optician 

before their driving test and at every subsequent licence renewal application. Driving Blind was 

launched on the back of Association of Optometrists figures which estimate that there are 3,000 

casualties on UK roads every year where poor vision is a ‘key factor’. The campaign also points to 

figures obtained from the DVLA which indicate that nearly 50,000 motorists had their licence 

revoked or refused between 2012 to 2016 due to poor vision. Campaign spokesman Nigel Corbett 

will present a ‘Good Vision Manifesto’ to the House of Commons – outlining the call for new drivers 

to be vision tested and certified by an optician, with follow-up tests every decade up to the age of 

70 years, and then every three years thereafter. The campaign includes a petition which people are 

being urged to sign to show their support. If you wish to do so go to 

http://www.drivingblind.org.uk/ 

 

MOBILE PHONE SIGNAL BLOCKER 

 

A product designed to block mobile phone signals, 

produced by Solon Security, has received police 

approval. Launched in April 2017, the ‘Defender Signal 

Blocker’ is a storage pouch lined with a special 

material which prevents a mobile phone from 

receiving any calls or notifications. Once a driver 

reaches their destination and the phone is removed from the pouch, any missed calls, texts and 

other notifications are retrieved in less than five seconds. The signal blocker also protects against 

‘relay attacks’ – where criminals use a handheld signal boosting device to ‘quickly and silently’ 

access vehicles that use ‘keyless proximity access’ – by acting as a storage location for vehicle fobs. 

 

The signal blocker has been recognised through the ‘Secured by Design Police Preferred 

Specification’ initiative – awarded for security products that pass standards and tests nominated by 

the police service. In scientific tests to Secured by Design standards the signal blocker achieved a 

blocking success rate of more than 99%. 
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USE OF UK ROADS 2017 

 

Traffic on Britain’s roads reached yet another all-time high in 2017 with car, van and lorry use all 

increasing but with bus mileage continuing to fall. According to the Department for Transport’s 

(DfT) Road Traffic Estimates: Great Britain 2017, 327.1 billion miles were driven on UK roads in 

2017, a 1.3% increase from 2016. 

 

Car and taxi use increased to a new high, rising by 1.1%, to 254.4 billion vehicle miles (bvm) in 

2017.  

 
Van traffic had the fastest growth in percentage terms, rising 2.7% to 50.5 bvm and now accounting 

for 15% of all motor vehicle traffic.  

 
Bus and coach traffic saw the largest decrease of any vehicle type, falling by 3.4% since 2016 and 

more than one-quarter (28%) in the last decade. 

 
Mileage on motorcycles and scooters fell slightly (2.8 million bvm, 

down 0.3%) ,  

 
Pedal cycling traffic was 3.3bn miles. This was 3% further than in 

2016 and almost 30% more than twenty years ago. 

 
In 2017, 68.7 billion vehicle miles were travelled on Great Britain’s 

motorways, 10% more than 10 years ago. 

 
Traffic on rural roads had the highest increase at 12.8% over the 

last 5 years,  

Urban ‘A’ road traffic has been ‘fairly steady’ over the last five 

years and there has been an increase of 3.7% in the miles driven on 

urban minor roads. 

 

The DfT also stated: ‘CO2 emissions from road transport fell by 4.3% between 2000 and 2015, 

despite a 9.3% rise in vehicle miles travelled over the same period.’ Nitrogen oxides and PM10 

pollution also fell in this time and is probably attributed to improvements in fuel efficiency and 

ultra-low emissions vehicles. The number of newly registered ultra-low emissions vehicles in 2017 

was 53,195 (1.7% of all newly registered vehicles) compared to 4,314 in 2013. 

 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE STRATEGY FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

 

New housing and commercial buildings and all new street lights could have charging points installed 

in them under an aspirational £450m government plan to boost ultra low emission vehicles. The 

Government’s Road to Zero Strategy includes an ‘ambition to see at least half of new cars to be 

(sic) ultra low emission by 2030’  

 

This will mean making sure houses being built in England are electric vehicle ready by consulting 'as 

soon as possible' on introducing a requirement for chargepoint infrastructure for new dwellings 

where appropriate. Future-proofing the UK’s streets by ensuring all new street lighting columns 

have charging points, where appropriately located, in areas with current on-street parking. 

Consulting on amending Building Regulations to also require charging facilities in new non-

residential buildings like offices. 

Traffic Safety Roads  
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Five busiest road 

sections in 2017 

(vehicles per day) 

 

1. M25 J14-15 211,000 
 
2. M25 J15-16 203,000 
 
3. M25 J13-14 195,000 
 
4. M60 J12-13 184,000 
 

5. M25 J12-13 184,000 
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WOMAN IN ENTERPRISE 

 

A  day conference within the road safety arena which is exploring the 

leading roles which woman are taking within the industry is set to take 

place on Wednesday 29th August 2018 at Hinckley Island Hotel. Organised 

by AIRSO (Association of Industrial Road Safety Officers) guest speakers 

include Carly Brookfield. Chief Executive Driver Instructors Association, 

Anne Marie Penny. Highways England, Sandra Macdonald Ames. Pertemps 

National Driver Training Manager and Kathy Higgins. Director of Insight 2 

Drive. For further information contact gareth@airso.org.uk 

                            

           

THUMBS UP FOR GREAT DRIVING AND RIDING  

 

IAM RoadSmart is launching a new campaign to celebrate and promote ‘courtesy’ between drivers, 

riders and other road users. ‘Thumbs Up For Great Driving And 

Riding!’ will run throughout August and encourages the road using 

public to show their appreciation for courteous driving behaviour 

– such as thanking a driver for giving way. The initiative will be 

underpinned by a ‘Thunderclap’ campaign – a crowdspeaking platform that broadcasts a specific 

message onto social media. The Thunderclap message, which will be published at 7am on 1 August, 

reads: “Give a ‘Thumbs Up!’ this August to celebrate and encourage courtesy between drivers, 

riders and other road users.” 

 

DON’T CHANCE IT, CHANGE IT 

 

A new campaign is encouraging motorcyclists to check their tyres once a week – with a particular 

focus on inflation, condition and tread. TyreSafe’s ‘Don’t chance it, change it’ campaign has been 

launched on the back of DfT figures which show that motorcycles are three-times more likely to be 

involved in a tyre-related incident than a car. 

 

The campaign focuses on the message that it’s safer to change your 

tyre than repair it, reminding riders that it is more difficult to repair 

motorcycle tyres.  
 

The campaign calls on motorcyclists to check their tyres once a week 

and consider three key areas: 

 

Inflation pressure – which influences how a bike handles, brakes and 

accelerates 

Condition – because tyres are in physical contact with the road and 

can be damaged by debris, potholes, and kerbs 

Tread – the tread ensures a tyre stays in contact with the road during 

wet conditions. The minimum limit for motorcycles of 50cc or above 

is 1mm. 

 

As part of the campaign TyreSafe has produced a new quick guide to motorcycle tyre safety and 

refreshed its comprehensive A5 reference guide “ Make a P.A.C.T. with your Tyres” found at 

https://www.tyresafe.org/campaigns/motorcycle-pact/ 
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF PRE DRIVER TRAINING INTERVENTIONS 

 

There have been arguments for a long time about the value of any pre-driver intervention as to 

whether they have any real effect in terms of attitutes to driving and importantly casualty 

reduction when a young person actually reaches the legal age for driving. Whilst such interventions 

have continued up and down the UK they have done so with no real evidence base and one is 

tempted therefore to conclude that they have been more an opportunity for an activity session 

than any meaningful purpose. They have varied from classroom sessions of theory about driving and 

using the road to practical activity driving sessions which have taken place on private ground or 

indeed a combination of both.They have amongst a keen number of rising seventeen years olds 

been popular particularly where the opportunity to drive on private land as been within a 

programme and practitioners are led to believe of their value by the enthusiasm expressed on 

“happy sheets” at the end of the session. There have been many attempts to justify their 

continuance based on the opportunity to use the “vehicle” to engage with youngsters of 15 years 

plus in road safety activity and considerable investment financially has been directed in this 

activity in the believe that it is going some way to dealing in the longer term with the young driver 

issues. On the positive side from the participant where practical driving has been part of a 

programme, driving instructors have been able to build up a relationship with future clients and 

would often say that the experience had probably saved the future learner a lesson to two.  

 

In a new report commisioned by Transport Scotland and undertaken by TRL; 

states there is no evidence to demonstrate that pre-driver interventions in 

Scotland are currently effective in terms of improving road safety on their 

own and no one type of intervention works better than another.  

 
Dr Neale Kinnear, one of the report’s authors, said:  

 
“We found a high prevalence of pre-driver 

interventions in Scotland. But there’s currently no 

robust evidence that any of them are effective at 

improving road safety on their own. Out of the 

most common forms – classroom, theatre or 

demonstration, expo-style and off-road – the latter 

offered the most potential for ‘meaningful impact. 

However it also had the biggest potential for harm 

through adverse unintended consequences by 

‘promoting early licensure’. “All these methods 

have pros and cons, but none specifically stand out 

as more effective than any other. However, that’s 

not to say they should be completely devalued. 

Although we didn’t uncover any evidence of an 

intervention that’s shown to work on its own, what 

we did get was a level of detail that we hadn’t had 

before. It’s clear there are a lot of enthusiastic 

professionals with great ideas, and they are 

looking for greater 

support and guidance.” 

We need to be realistic 

about what such 

interventions can achieve. They should be used to 

support a road safety framework and strategy, not 

improve safety on their own. You’re unlikely to 

change someone’s behaviour in one classroom 

session. But you can use that session to get across 

key messages and information that support a wider 

strategy. The enthusiasm and desire to do 

something within communities is really strong. 

Going out to meet the people designing, running 

and attending these schemes, it’s obvious that the 

desire for something for pre-drivers is present. 

What that something is requires coordinated 

consideration.” 

 

TRL has made a series of long and short-term recommendations which include developing a 

consistent pre-driver intervention, setting realistic expectations, improving evaluation approaches 

and encouraging adoption of behaviour change techniques. 

 

A copy of the report can be found at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS 

Matthew Lugg OBE has been inaugurated as the new elected president of the Chartered Institution 

of Highways and Transportation (CIHT) Mr Lugg’s 35-year career within the 

highways and transportation industry has seen him in leading public sector and, 

more recently, private sector roles. He is currently director of public services at 

WSP in the UK. He has been involved in the CIHT for over 30 years and has 

served as its vice president, as a trustee and as a member of its council. 

 

Stuart Caroline has appointed as its Health, Safety and Environmental (HSE) and Assessment 

Manager by The Road Safety Marketing Association. Mr Caroline has had success 

running his own business delivering HSE consultancy services ranging from 

legislative compliance framework development to staff training up to Level 6 

(Nebosh Diploma) across construction and related environments. He will help 

oversee planned course expansions and service delivery for RSMA members. 

 

80MPH ON MOTORWAYS – TIME FOR CHANGE? 

 

Leading author and writer on road safety and traffic law, Tom Harrington LLB has discussed in his 

latest paper the question of the speed limit being raised to 80MPH for motorway travel – a 

controversial subject which rears its head from time to time.  

 

In his summary he says… 

 

 

“Over the last decade or so, many arguments –for 

and against - have been put forward in relation to 

increasing the speed limit from 70mph to 80mph 

on Britain’s motorways. Motorways have the 

lowest crash rates per mile travelled than other 

road types and even though motorways are 

regarded to be the safest roads worldwide, when 

a crash occurs it can be catastrophic with multiple 

vehicles involved. There are specific rules for 

motorway driving including: You must not stop 

except in an emergency, if your vehicle breaks 

down, if signalled to do so by the police or by an 

emergency traffic sign or by flashing red light 

signals. Many drivers exceed the national speed 

limit on a daily basis because they feel they won’t 

be caught and prosecuted. The 70mph was brought 

in in 1967 and has remained so for the past 51 

years. However, it is argued that with improved 

technology and improved vehicle design, cars are 

quite capable of higher speeds. But is the average 

driver capable of handling his potentially ‘lethal 

projectile’ on fast heavily trafficked motorways 

and at higher speeds? Even though travel times 

may be shorter, the proposed increase to 80mph 

on motorways is criticised by environmental 

groups who say that higher speeds mean higher 

greenhouse gas emissions. Also, inappropriate 

speed contributes to around 11% of all injury 

collisions reported to UK police. Also legalising 

the motorway limit to 80mph could become 

tomorrow’s unofficial 90mph speed limit.” 

 

Read the full article at https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/guidance-

reference 
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CHECK YOU EYES ARE LEGALLY RIGHT FOR DRIVING 

 

The Driver Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) has launched a national eyesight awareness campaign 

which will run throughout the summer. This is in addition to the independent campaign mentioned 

on page 7 about the Driving Blind Campaign which calls for a change in the regulations governing 

eye sight testing.  

 

The idea is to encourage drivers to take the ‘number plate 

test’ - a quick and easy way to check they meet the minimum 

eyesight requirements for driving. By law, all drivers must 

meet the minimum eyesight standards at all times when 

driving - this includes being able to read a number plate from 

20 metres. The campaign is reminding the public that they 

can easily check their eyesight by taking the 20 metres test 

and is pointing out some ways to quickly identify 20 metres at 

the roadside such as it being  5 car lengths or 8 parking bays 

as an easy way to measure the distance. Also 20 metres is around 26 steps for a man and around 33 

for a woman.  22% of those surveyed by DVLA said that they would work the distance using car or 

bus lengths with a further 21% saying they would use paces or steps to measure this distance. Only 

around 5% said they would use a tape measure or other physical measurement to gauge the 

distance. The campaign is encouraging anyone with concerns about their eyesight to visit their 

optician or optometrist for an eye test. 

 

Dr Wyn Parry, DVLA’s Senior Doctor, said: 

 

“The number plate test is a simple and 

effective way for people to check their 

eyesight meets the required standards for 

driving. The easiest and quickest way to do 

this is to work out what 20 metres looks like 

at the roadside - this is typically about the 

length of 5 cars parked next to each other - 

and then test yourself on whether you can 

clearly read the number plate. It’s an easy 

check to perform any time of day at the 

roadside and takes just a couple of seconds. 

Having good eyesight is essential for safe 

driving, so it’s really important for drivers to 

have regular eye tests. Eyesight can naturally 

deteriorate over time so anyone concerned 

about their eyesight should visit their optician 

- don’t wait for your next check-up.” 

 

LONDON WALKING ACTION PLAN 

 

London has announced its first Walking Action Plan which aims to encourage an extra million 

walking trips every day and make London ‘the most walkable city in the world’. The plan, unveiled 

by walking and cycling commissioner Will Norman, lays out how London will become a city where 

walking, for those who can, is the most obvious and attractive means of travel for all short trips. 

The mayor’s office cited research showing that people are often put off walking because of 

concerns about road danger or their levels of physical fitness and the plan, which is supported by 

Public Health England, aims to specifically overcome these barriers. Action will involve widening 

pedestrian crossings, prioritising walking in all new infrastructure schemes, new traffic signal 

technology to make pedestrian crossings safer, creating new ‘Active Travel Hubs’ at London 

Underground stations and targeting accessibility issues with action to de-clutter pavements.  

 

The Mayor’s Transport Strategy aims to ensure that 80% of journeys made in London in 2041 are by 

foot, cycle or public transport. 
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ROAD SAFETY MANAGEMENT CAPACITY REVIEW 

Published recently is the long awaited Road Safety Management Capacity Review which presents 

itself as a weighty document with an executive 

summary comprising some twenty eight pages along 

with its content of around 128 pages plus appendices 

numbering 188 pages. In context it represents a 

massive and thorough piece of work containing 

information and key recommendations which 

undoubtedly will form further policy statements 

moving forward. Whilst it is a few good hours of 

bedside reading it is never the less something which all 

practitioners should familiarise themselves with and in 

due course one can only hope for an abridged version 

which will attract all to read and understand. 

What is clear it that many future documents and 

action plans will reference this piece of work well into 

the future and no doubt any future strategy from 

Government will have strong foundations based on this 

report. 

The document recognises that for many years, the 

United Kingdom has been a global road safety leader 

and is currently ranked in fourth place in terms of number of road deaths per number of 

inhabitants. However Since 2000, there has been a 47% decrease in the numbers of deaths but in 

recent years progress has slowed with just a 3% reduction in deaths achieved between 2010 and 

2016.  

The British Road Safety Statement, 2015 (BRSS) which is still current today and has not as yet been 

updated set out the  as the overarching theme the adoption of the Safe System approach to 

preventing death and serious injuries in road collisions. Its national application is still seen as a key 

priority. The government’s commitment to embedding a Safe System approach is evident in the 

safety performance framework for the short and longer term which it has set for Highways England. 

Safe System is being increasingly adopted in Britain in the devolved administrations, in towns and 

cities, and in local authority road safety strategies. Safe System is an ambitious approach which 

still requires much research, explanation and understanding by individuals and organisations so that 

the full benefits can be achieved. 

Find a copy of this document at 

https://www.grahamfeest.com/home/resources/documents/latest-uploads/ 

 

 

PROJECT EDWARD  

 

In 2018, for the third year in a row, project EDWARD – the European Day without 

a Road Death will take place on Wednesday 19th September. The objective of 

this campaign, launched by the European Traffic Police Network (TISPOL) and 

supported by the European Commission, is that no one should die on European 

roads on EDWARD Day. 
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THE FEAR OF HGV’s ON MOTORWAYS – PERCEPTION OR REAL THREAT? 

 

The amount of freight being transported on our motorways is making drivers concerned for their 

safety according to a new survey of over 1,000 

drivers produced by Brake.  

The findings come as the Government publishes 

figures which show that lorry traffic on motorways 

has increased more than 15% in five years, 

reaching a record high of 7.9 billion vehicle miles 

in 2017. More than three-quarters of drivers 

considered that too much freight is being 

transported on our motorways calling for further 

investment in railways to alleviate the pressure on 

the network.  

The is also concern about the Government 

introducing truck platooning trials and all-lane 

running on the motorway network which is leading 

to some road safety campaigners claiming that 

priority is being given to capacity over safety.  The 

Brake survey found that a significant majority of 

drivers, 77%, believe that truck platooning “sounds 

frightening”, even after having the nature of the 

technology explained to them, and that if it went 

wrong the casualties could be very high.  

The FTA which represents the UK’s largest 

membership association in the logistics sector has 

sought to reassure drivers that HGVs have never 

been more motorway-safe. It concludes that the 

driver perceptions Brake has focused  

on are not reflective of reality.  In the last six 

years the number of people killed or seriously 

injured in incidents with HGVs on motorways in 

Britain has reduced by over 15%. In addition 

contrary to public perception, the amount of 

freight being transported on UK motorways has 

only marginally increased (2.6%) over the past 11 

years and has only just reached the pre-recession 

levels of a decade ago 

It accepts that all HGV operators must be vigilant 

and alert at all times as must all road users, and 

take every opportunity to keep Britain’s roads as 

safe as possible. Large Goods Vehicle drivers are 

subject to the highest level of testing and 

compliance of any road user.  

The proportional involvement of HGVs in motorway accidents (all severities) has fallen from 13.1 

per cent in 2007 to 9.9 in 2016 despite the same amount of HGV traffic on motorways. Involvement 

in fatal motorway accidents has also fallen slightly over the same period. The number of fatalities 

and individuals seriously injured also shows a downward trend in the past few years.  In 2011, 22 

people were killed and 41 were seriously injured as a result of motorway crashes (including 

pedestrians) involving HGVs, by 2016 this number had reduced to 15 and 37 respectively. 

 

HEALTH AND SAFETY ANNUAL FATALITIES 

The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) has released its figures for work-related fatal injuries for the 

year April 2017 and March 2018in which the provisional data for work-related fatal injuries show 

that 144 workers were fatally injured (a rate of 0.45 per 100,000 workers). Although this represents 

an increase of nine fatalities from 2016/17, there has been a long-term reduction in the number of 

fatalities since 1981 and the number has remained broadly level in recent years. The three most 

common causes of fatal injuries continue to be due to; workers falling from height (35), being 

struck by a moving vehicle (26) and being struck by a moving object (23), accounting for nearly 60 

per cent of fatal injuries in 2017/18. The figures also highlight the risks to older workers; 40 per 

cent of fatal injuries in 2017/18 were to workers aged 60 or over, even though such workers made 

up only around 10 per cent of the workforce. 
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